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Dear parent/carer
As this is my last newsletter to you all as the operational Headteacher and I would just like to say
thank you to you all for the support you have given to the school this year. It certainly has been
difficult for everyone. The children have coped amazingly well with all of the changes to their daily
routines and have been able to settle to online learning and then back into school. I am very proud
of them all and what they have been able to achieve this year. All the staff have worked tirelessly
to keep school as normal as possible for the children and I think they too have done an amazing
job this year. Well done to everyone!
Next year we welcome Mr Henesey as our Headteacher and Miss Bines as our year 3 and 4 teacher
in Pine. I know everyone will make them feel welcome and a new chapter will begin for Drybrook
School. However, it is with great sadness we say goodbye to Mr Hulse and Miss Freedman, they
will both be greatly missed but we all wish them lots of luck for their new schools. Finally, I would
like to wish all of the year six children moving on to secondary school lots of luck. I am sure they
will all be quite nervous but excited about starting year 7. We all have lots of lovely memories of
their time with us (from when they started in reception or Willow) and we look forward to hearing
how they settle in, flourish and progress in their new schools.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer with your children and look forward to seeing you all in
September.
Claire Tuffley
Operational Headteacher

Attendance
The whole school attendance for this has been quite remarkable considering isolation, lockdown
bubble closure, general illness!! Thank you for supporting your child’s learning and getting them
into school in what has been a very difficult year. Our whole school attendance is at 94% which is
much higher than the national average. Well done everyone!

PTFA news
Thank you for supporting the PTFA; despite COVID we have been able to raise money to
help support the children at Drybrook School. Here are some of things we have helped to
fund this year:
●
●
●

We have donated £500.00 to Forest School to ensure all children have the correct
waterproof clothing.
We have funded the Year 6 leavers party - the Mad Hatters Tea party.
We have bought all of the lollies for Sports Day.

All help and volunteers are still wanted, so come along and join us at our next meeting.
The next PTFA meeting will be arranged soon and a date will follow.
Drybrook school and the PTFA would like to offer a huge thank you and goodbye to Sarah
Ryder for all of her hard work and dedication to the treasurer role and being so involved
in making sure Drybrook’s PTFA have been brilliant over the years. Thank you Sarah!

Upcoming dates for term 1
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

2nd and 3rd September School INSET days
6th September - School starts for all children - gates open 8.40am, registration closes at 9.00am,
finish at 3.15pm
20th September - Beech class swimming- more details will follow next term
23rd September - writing workshop for Pine & Beech Class with Jennifer Killick (author of Crater
Lake)
24th September INSET day
5th October - Rags to Riches collection
8th October - Cheltenham Literature Festival for Chestnut, Pine and Beech classes (more details to
follow)
22nd October Break up for half term

Please see the calendar on the school website for the dates for the next academic year
(follow the link) Term dates

Holiday Activity Weeks
We are lucky enough to be able to offer a free summer sports camp run by ProStars at Dene Magna. The
first 48 spaces are first offered to Drybrook School students from year groups Year 4,5 and 6 (before it is
offered to other local primary schools).
Date: Monday 9th - Friday 13th August at Dene Magna Sports Hall
There will also be another club running the week after at a cost of £70 per week or £20 per day.
All spaces (free and paid) need to be booked through the ProStars website prostars.class4kids.co.uk/camps

Breakfast and after school club
Thank you for the responses to our survey about wraparound care; we were overwhelmed with
the interest and we will be able to begin to offer this in the new academic year. We will be in touch
with exact details, costs and dates to start - watch this space. As more children need this provision
we will be able to grow this with demand.

Beech Class news
Beech class have had a wonderful term working hard on their Road to Tokyo topic. The year 5’s
are really looking forward to being year 6’s in the next academic year but wish all of their year 6
friends lots of luck at their new schools. Year 6 leavers BBQ and Mad Hatters Tea party were a
huge success! Thank you to Vales Butchers for supplying the delicious burgers and sausages.
The children have been learning about counties and cities across the United Kingdom (test them
to see if they know any). They have learnt all about the human body and how the heart works.
They have really enjoyed listening to their class reading book ‘Crater Lake’ by Jennifer Killick.
They all enjoyed challenging themselves and supporting each other during sports day.
The children have really enjoyed their time at Drybrook School and despite the COVID year they
have had lots of fun and have worked super hard! We are very proud of all that they have
achieved.

Pine Class news
Pine Class have been learning about the history of Ancient Greece and the Olympics. We then
located Japan and explored the country through our topic Track to Tokyo.
In Science we have been learning about rocks! We have learnt about the properties of rocks and
how different rocks are formed. We looked at how fossils are formed and how soil is made.

We have been busy in Forest School digging out for our new pond and filling it to create a new
habitat for our newts. Thank you for the very kind pond donation Mr Pilkington! We have also
enjoyed learning about and making a volcano linked to our Track to Tokyo topic.

Pine Class you have worked incredibly hard this year and we hope you are very proud of
yourselves, we definitely are! Have a fantastic summer break!

Chestnut Class news
Chestnut class have been working hard the last few weeks! Year 1 have been getting to grips
with money….have they tried to raid your purses and wallets?

Year 2 have been working on 2D and 3D shapes. Remembering all those names and sides is
super tricky but they have done so well.
During the afternoons they have been practising their song sequence, which we hope you will
enjoy watching. Such a shame it couldn’t be performed live. I found it really moving watching
them sing their little hearts out!
Sports day was a huge hit! They had great fun doing all their little games with the year 11 from
Dene Magna, earning points and stickers for their effort. The races in the afternoon showed lots
of effort and the children had a really good time. They had been practicing for it during their PE
lessons.

Our topic has been the Road to Tokyo and our artwork has reflected this. They did a brilliant
attempt at Hokusai’s The Great Wave!

They really enjoyed creating their beautiful cherry blossom paintings. I hope you can find pride
of place for them in your home for a while.

The Chestnut team would like to wish you a very happy and healthy summer.

Holly Class news
This term in Holly Class we have been looking at the country of Japan and learning about ‘The Olympics’. We have been reading the book; ‘I live in Tokyo’
and looking at the different types of buildings, their culture and how people in Tokyo celebrate special occasions. We enjoyed watching ‘Art Ninja’ and
following his instructions to paint Tokyo’s skyline!

Holly class thoroughly enjoyed role playing in the Japanese cafe and even made and tried their own sushi, rolling rice and adding their own vegetables. We
have also been trying some Japanese language and learning to say hello ‘Kon’nichiwa’.

Sports day! Holly Class took part in the morning station activities which consisted of lots of laughter and bravery. In the afternoon the children raced to the
finishing line to earn lots of stickers and house points. We designed and made our own sports day medals!

Holly class team would like to say how well the children have worked during this tough year and have achieved and accomplished so much over the last
year. We would like to wish you a sunny, active and healthy summer holiday!

Willow Class news

This term the children at Willow Nursery have focussed on the topic “The Olympics.” This has
involved exercising, learning movement routines, talking about winning and not winning, racing and
looking at the effects on our body. We have also learnt about other countries and how to look at
and make maps. We have listened and danced to music from around the world and played a variety
of instruments. Willow then focussed on Japan and learnt all about its culture and customs: we
danced to Japanese music, made fans to accompany our movement, painted cherry blossom trees,
coloured costumes, made tea and even learnt some karate! The Rising 4s continued their transition
to Reception with stories in Holly Class and a lovely transition morning. It has been an odd year but
we have had an amazing time in Willow and I am proud of everyone’s journey!
Andrea x

House team News

Celebrate Good times
House team points

Attendance year

93%

94%

95%

94%

Thank you to our departing House Captains (Millie, Kaiden,
Jack and Emily) for their wonderful contribution to school this
year. They have been part of some very important decisions
and have been great ambassadors for Drybrook School. Well
done to the vice captains too for stepping in at a moment's
notice!
House captain campaigns and elections will take place in
term 1.

Magnificent School Dinners!
The Magnificent Restaurant will be open for business next academic year. Please look out for the letter about
this and all of the menu choices. All children will be making their meal choices as they go into the hall, so
that they can see what they would like - there is a lot to choose from!
Week 1

Reminders
Please make sure your child/children are in school uniform, thank you for your support with this .
Children are required to wear:
●
●
●
●
●

a white polo shirt,
royal blue school jumper/cardigan/fleece,
grey/black trousers/skirt/pinafore dress,
dark/white socks or dark tights and
dark shoes suitable for playing in.

For PE children need a white t-shirt/polo shirt, dark shorts/joggers and trainers.

School uniforms are available to purchase through Gooch Sports in Newent and Clubsport in Ross
on Wye (in-store or online).
Jewellery is not appropriate at school, and we encourage you not to send your child/children in
wearing necklaces or bracelets. Stud earrings can be worn but will need to be removed for PE or
swimming.
We recommend that long hair is tied up as this discourages ‘little friends’ (nits) from spreading.
For forest school please ensure your child wears clothing they can get dirty and send them in with
wellies and a spare T shirt and trousers is also a good idea as they do get very mucky!

